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• Leading and enabling 

 

• Investigating and recording 

 

• Protecting and caring  

 

• Sharing and celebrating 

The role of HES 

Our Place in time 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2014/03/8522


 

 

 

Canmore: accessing data about the historic environment 



 

 

 

Canmore comprises over 320,000 site records and over 1.2million items of associated 

archive relating to Scotland’s archaeological, built and maritime heritage.  

Origin of record based on  OS Card Index  

from 1940s – included a few maritime records 

 

Computerised in 1980s  

 

Maritime record developed  from 1995 

 

First published online  in 1998. 

 

Project Adair upgrade programme 2011-14  

 

Data now  accessible through Canmore 

PastMap, SEWeb and the  

National Marine Plan Interactive 

and as WMS or WFS 

http://pastmap.org.uk/ 

Canmore incorporates data from a wide 

range of sources from antiquarian reports to 

modern survey. Data is not all verified. 

Canmore: access to the national record of the Historic Environment 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-projects/project-adair
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms-projects/project-adair
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368
http://pastmap.org.uk/
http://map.environment.scotland.gov.uk/seweb/map.htm?menutype=1
https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
http://pastmap.org.uk/


 

 

 

Underwater recording,  

The Swan, Isle of Mull 

20th century Blockship,  

Scapa Flow, Orkney  

There are 4,123 wrecks recorded in Scottish waters 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1405533 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1142607 

Canmore: information about wrecks 

… as well as  2,747 obstructions 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1405533
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1142607


 

 

 

Most losses are poorly located from 

documentary sources, positions  

given near notable landmarks such as  

‘10 miles E of Aberdeen’, or on the ‘Bass 

Rock’ 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368 

There are  23,565 documented losses  (casualties) recorded in Scottish waters 

as well as documented losses 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1234368
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Due to the poor location of many of the 

documented losses, conventional distribution  

maps can give a false impression of accuracy 

 

The density map provides a better impression 

of losses and potential for further discoveries.   

 

The map gives a clear sense of the historical  

importance of  particular ports and harbours,  

shipping routes and navigational hazards.  

 

Main data source:  

Whittaker’s Off Scotland record of maritime  

and aviation losses in Scottish Waters (1998 ) 

Source: Project Adair 

visualised through a density map 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/rcahms_media/files/publications/project_adair_wreck_map.pdf


 

 

 

Eilean Glas Lighthouse, Scalpay 

 

Lighthouses 

Dun Artach Lighthouse, Argyll, items from the collection of the  Northern  

Lighthouse Board available for consultation at John Sinclair House, Edinburgh 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/118898/ 

Records for 211 lighthouses  

around Scotland’s coast 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/781655
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/781655
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/781655
https://canmore.org.uk/site/118898/


 

 

 

Marine Crannog, Dumbuck, River Clyde, West Dunbartonshire 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/43402/  

But there is also a wealth of archaeology below high tide  

https://canmore.org.uk/site/43402/


 

 

 

Kelp Grids by Castle Stalker, Loch Laich, Argyll   

https://canmore.org.uk/site/345756 

But there is also a wealth of archaeology below high tide  

https://canmore.org.uk/site/345756


 

 

 

Fish traps,  Applecross Bay, Highland 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/315268  
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under reported in the record until relatively recently  

https://canmore.org.uk/site/315268


 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323 

.. and the potential for submerged landscapes is yet to be fully realised  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland-35049323


 

 

 

Canmore is widely consulted 

Distribution map of all maritime 

 losses recorded in Canmore 
Canmore records consulted during 2015-16 



 

 

 

Page 

views 

NMRSNAME 

1849 SWAN: DUART POINT, SOUND OF MULL 

1009 EL GRAN GRIFON: STROMS HEELOR, FAIR ISLE, NORTH SEA 

958 [UNKNOWN] X-CRAFT: ABERLADY BAY, FIRTH OF FORTH 

951 DARTMOUTH: EILEAN RUBHA AN RIDIRE, SOUND OF MULL 

936 SAN JUAN DE SICILIA: TOBERMORY BAY, SOUND OF MULL 

881 BLESSING OF BURNTISLAND: FIRTH OF FORTH, FIFE 

834 HMS NATAL: NIGG BAY, CROMARTY FIRTH 

783 HMS DASHER: FIRTH OF CLYDE 

718 DE LIEFDE: MIO NESS, HOUSAY, OUT SKERRIES, NORTH SEA 

695 THESIS: RUBHA AN RIDIRE, SOUND OF MULL 

554 'KINLOCHBERVIE WRECK': BAGH POLL A' BHACAIN, NORTH 

MINCH 

550 ADELAAR: CEANN AIRD GHREIN, BARRA, ATLANTIC 

540 MARGARET REID: NORTH SEA 

533 CONSOLIDATED CATALINA FLYING BOAT: FERRY POINT, 

GREAT CUMBRAE, FIRTH OF CLYDE 

517 LADY HELEN STEWART: PORT LOGAN BAY, RHINNS OF 

GALLOWAY, NORTH CHANNEL 

Canmore is widely consulted 

The top 15 Canmore records viewed in 2015-16 



 

 

 

Pre 1850 Shipyards Shipyards in 1864 (1st edition OS map) 

Shipyards in 1938 (OS 25 inch map) Shipyards in 2016 

Record enhancement: Discovering the Clyde 



 

 

 
Discovering the Clyde: timber ponds (1864 and 1938) 



 

 

 

Recording  

activity 

Evidence  Monument 

There are two fish traps, 

one contained within the 

other, on the SW side of 

Galmisdale Bay…..  

Visited by RCAHMS 

(AGCH) 12 October 2001 

https://canmore.org.uk/event/580660 

https://canmore.org.uk/collection/771510  

Common addresses for aspects of the Record  

Monuments  https://canmore.org.uk/site/ <identifier> 

Collections https://canmore.org.uk/collection/<idenitifer> 

Events  https://canmore.org.uk/event/<idenitifer> 

Project https://canmore.org.uk/project/<idenitifer> 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/240683 

Fieldwork plays a major role in creating and developing the record 

https://canmore.org.uk/event/580660
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/771510
https://canmore.org.uk/site/240683


 

 

 

ORCA Scapa Flow 2013 Marine Archaeology Survey 

Standardised project reporting through the OASIS data collection form 

http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml


 

 

 

http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml 

harvested to create a project record in the MEDIN metadata portal 

http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml
http://portal.oceannet.org/search/full/catalogue/oasis.ac.uk__MEDIN_2.3__24643f43-0a63-3a7a-870f-648d5a0b2a7f.xml


 

 

 

The record is informed by community engagement projects 

Wessex Archaeology’s SAMPHIRE project 
SCAPE Trust:  

Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk 

http://blogs.wessexarch.co.uk/samphire/
http://www.scapetrust.org/
http://scharp.co.uk/


 

 

 

Any decision made in relation to the care and 

management of the historic environment should 

be informed by the best available evidence, 

supported by robust data. This is at the heart of 

all good decision making and delivery, and is 

core to the international community’s approach 

to managing the historic environment.  

Our Place in Time,  

Cross-cutting Strategic Priorities 

Our Place in Time – the Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland 

Canmore helps deliver The Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0044/00445046.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0044/00445046.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0044/00445046.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0044/00445046.pdf


 

 

 

Background mapping Oceanwise, Image courtesy of Glasgow Museums 

Informed decision making 

Access to Oceanwise data helps HES provide  advice to Marine Scotland 

on Historic Marine Protected Areas and  Environmental Impact Assessments  



 

 

 
Historic Environment Scotland: Decisions portal 



 

 

 
Web Map and Feature Services published through data.gov.uk 



 

 

 

Historic Environment datasets are available on NMPi  

Information is widely available online 

Canmore 

PastMap 

SEWeb 

https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
https://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/
https://canmore.org.uk/
http://pastmap.org.uk/
http://www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/get-interactive/map-view/


 

 

 

Contact 

Peter McKeague  

peter.mckeague@rcahms.gov.uk 

 

From summer 2016: 

Peter.mckeague@hes.scot 

 

 

Rectified vertical photo-mosaic of the ‘Viking’ canal at Rubh’ An Dunain, Skye 

quay, and nausts taken by aerial drone. (Edward Martin) 

mailto:peter.mckeague@rcahms.gov.uk
mailto:Peter.mckeague@hes.scot
https://canmore.org.uk/site/11028/

